
How to measure your Miniature Goat - MGBA  

Only MGBA registered breeders holding current MGBA membership can measure MGBA goats for registration and 
show purposes.  Measuring methods and standing techniques can differ between groups/Associations. 

Definitions 

Measuring Stick: Measuring appliance 
Measurer: MGBA registered breeders holding current MGBA membership who are experienced and competent to 
measure miniature goats.  
Measurer / Witness: (any two of the following1); A Registered MGBA Breeder, a Qualified or a Certified MGBA 
approved Measurer, a Certified MGBA Show Steward or a Qualified Vet who is competent in the measuring of 
miniature goats.  
Handler: The person responsible for the Goat including, but not limited to, the Owner, the Exhibitor and the Lessee. 

1 higher grade animals must be measured by MGBA Qualified, MGBA Certified measurer or Veterinarian.  

  

 

 

MGBA PROCEDURE FOR MEASUREMENT OF MINIATURE GOATS 
Learn to stand your animals the right way and measure their height correctly. If you are measuring incorrectly you 
can easily add on or take off an extra CM or so. 
 
- It is important to make sure that the animal is standing in a relaxed position and not leaning backwards or   
forward. (Accurate measurement cannot be taken when the animal is held by horns).  
 
- The height is measured in centimetres.  
 
1. Height Measurement is to be taken at the highest point of the wither to the ground with the animal standing 
squarely on all four feet with all legs in a vertical line to the ground & head in relaxed upright position. Hooves 
should be neatly trimmed. 
 
2. Measurement Device for show purposes is a fixed two footed bar that is placed over the wither of the animal 
while standing correctly on a solid surface. Both feet must be on the ground and no pressure applied to hold the 
device down on to the wither for the animal to be deemed to have measured-in. For registration purposes, space 
under the top bar can be measured with a tape measure from the underside of the bar to the wither to provide an 
accurate measurement. 

3. Measurement Surface must be a flat level surface, concrete, wood, solid level ground. The measurer must take 
particular care to ensure that the surface on which the goats are to be measured is solid and level, preferably 
concrete. 



 
4. If a witness is necessary for your registration, the witness shall assist the measurer and will also examine the 
measuring stick reading that they will be signing to. The witness is to keep the animal steady.  
 
5. A total of three measurements may be taken, then added together and divided by three. This will give an overall 
average and the result shall be deemed to be the height of the goat. 
 
 
 
 
 
MGBA qualified Measurers - Breeders with current MGBA membership will be eligible to participate in an MGBA run 
Qualified/Certified measuring course allowing breeders to measure animals registered in their name for registration 
purposes or to teach competent measuring practices to other breeders. 
 
 Become a measurer - two levels are available: Qualified and Certified. 
 
QUALIFIED MEASURER 
Upon successful completion and being assessed as being capable and confident in the measurement process. 
Measure animals of all grades registered in your name for registration purposes.  
COURSE PRICE:  Check with your teacher. 
 
CERTIFIED MEASURER  
Upon successful completion and being assessed as being capable and confident in all aspects of the course. 
Teach other breeders to become qualified measurers (not certified). 
Measure other MGBA breeders animals for registration purposes. 
Measure animals registered in your name for registration purposes. 
Measure animals at MGBA breed shows. 
COURSE NOT LIMITED TO : Roles and responsibilities, Ethics, device management, Handling, Measurement practices, 
Health and safety.  
COURSE PRICE: check with your teacher. 
 
 
HOW TO BOOK: Qualified Measurers Course - Please check the list of certified breeders around Australia that have 
completed the Certified measurers course as they are now able to teach studs to become qualified measurers to 
measure animals registered in their names. Contact any breeder on the Certified Measurers list and ask if they would 
mind teaching you. 
 
You will need to download a Qualified Measurers Course Application and take that with you on the day so that your 
teacher can sign the paperwork.  You will find a copy here in the Member’s Area. 
 
*** Tip – if you are attending or exhibiting in a show, it’s likely there will be a certified measurer in attendance so 
you can ask them to teach you on the day. 
 
*** Tip – if you are just starting out and buying goats from a Certified Measurer, then book in a little extra time 
when you pick up your animals to complete the Qualified Measurer course. 
 

https://web.archive.org/web/20160329082348/http:/miniaturegoatbreedersassociation.com.au/mgbaregistry/measurers.htm

